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The Skinners’ School  

   St John’s Road  

   Tunbridge Wells  

   Kent  

   TN4 9PG  

  

  

Headmaster:  Mr Edward Wesson    Tel:  01892 520732  
E-mail:  enquiries@skinners-school.org.uk 

Website:  www.skinners-school.co.uk 

      @leopardtweets 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Dear Parents,  

  
A warm welcome to you and your son to The Skinners’ School.  I hope his time with us will be 

happy and fulfilling.    

  

Our first goal is to provide him with a smooth transition to his secondary school.  Our experience 

is that new pupils settle down very quickly, but we believe that in order to learn well, each pupil 

must feel secure and supported.  Thus, whilst we will offer intellectual challenges to your son, we 

also make his continued happiness a central focus.    

  

We want pupils joining the school to achieve academic excellence, to enjoy the widest possible 

range of extra-curricular activity and to develop a full role in the wider community. Your son will 

thus be given an opportunity to explore his academic potential, to experience personal 

development in a supportive environment and to use his talents for the benefit of others as well 

as himself.  I hope that he will see his education at Skinners’ as a series of opportunities, each 

one to be enthusiastically seized.    

  

Once again, congratulations to your son on securing his place at Skinners’.  I very much look 

forward to welcoming him and to working with you to support his transition to, and progress at, 

the school.    

  

Yours sincerely,  

  

  
  

Edward Wesson   

Headmaster  
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An A-Z of Skinners’ School  
  

  

The following points are not exhaustive but represent guidance on certain details.  It goes without 

saying that all parents are warmly welcomed to all school events.  

  

Absence    

If your son is going to be absent, please inform the School Office before 9.30am on the first day of 

absence, by email (attendance@skinners-school.org.uk) or telephone (01892 578114). All boys 

returning from absence through sickness or for any other unforeseen reason, are required to bring 

a written explanation to their Form Tutor on the day of their return.  In cases of serious infectious 

diseases, parents are expected to obtain and to follow medical advice about their son's return to 

school.     

Except where permission has been previously granted, no causes other than illness, or unavoidable 

medical or dental appointments, are normally considered a sufficient excuse for absence from 

School.  Request for permission to be absent on any other grounds should be addressed to the 

Headmaster not less than 48 hours beforehand.  Parents are reminded that holidays should not be 

taken in term time.  

No pupils other than Sixth Formers may leave the school premises during the break or lunch time, 

unless permission has been granted for a specific purpose by the boy's own Form Tutor.   

Assessment and Reporting  

Parents receive information on their son’s progress in the form of regular Progress Reports, a 

Parents’ Evening and a Written Report. In addition, there will be an opportunity for Year 7 parents 

to meet their son’s Form Tutor in the autumn to share thoughts on how he has settled in.  

All pupils in Year 7 take Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) in the September of their first term – the 

results of these tests are used for internal target setting purposes and will not be reported to 

parents.  These tests help us to identify strengths and weaknesses in pupils and to set realistic 

targets for pupils.   

School Examinations take place in June (Term 6) and results are reported before the end of that 

term.   

If you have concerns about your son’s academic progress, please make contact with his 

Form Tutor.   

Curriculum and Timetable  

At Skinners’ we follow a two-week timetable.  Weeks are referred to as Week A and B.    

We have five one hour lessons per day, with a break between Periods 1 and 2, and lunch between 

Periods 3 and 4.  The School day begins with a bell at 8.40am warning all pupils to go to their Form 

Rooms.  From 8.45am to 9.15am pupils will be either with their Form Tutors or in a Year Group or 

Whole School Assembly.  School ends each day at 3.35pm, though pupils frequently stay behind 

for a plethora of after school clubs and activities. 

  

  

  



  

Lessons times are as follows:  

  
  

8.45am – 9.15am  

  

Registration  

9.15am – 10.15am   Period 1  

10.15am – 10.40am  Break  

10.40am – 11.40am  Period 2  

11.40am – 12.40pm  Period 3  

12.40pm – 1.35pm  Lunch  

1.35pm – 2.35pm  Period 4  

2.35pm – 3.35pm  Period 5  

3.35 pm  End of school  

  

FORTNIGHTLY PATTERN  

Subject  Number of lessons  

English  6  

Drama  1  

Maths  6  

French   4  

German  3  

Classics  1  

Science  7  

History  3  

Geography  3  

Art  2  

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 3  

Religious Studies  2  

Music  2  

PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education) 1  

PE  2  

Games  
4  (Friday 

pm)  

  

     

 

 



Drama  

Drama is part of the curriculum in Year 7, but there is also a Junior Production in the Summer Term, 

to which Year 7 pupils are invited to audition.  

Equipment Required  

Apart from the school uniform, each boy should bring with him a well-equipped pencil case and a 

pocket dictionary.  Calculators may be purchased through the Library which has selected an 

appropriate model at a discounted rate, together with a full range of stationery.  

Your son will be issued with a homework planner.  We ask that parents check that homework has 

been completed and sign in the appropriate spaces in this planner each week.  There is an 

opportunity for you to comment on any aspect of your son’s homework or general progress. The 

planner is not designed to be a daily home-school contact book (as per primary school) so if you 

have any urgent concerns then please contact the school directly. The first point of contact is your 

son’s Form Tutor.  

Financial Support   

The School recognises that there is a significant financial burden involved in joining a new school.  

We wish to assist parents who may find the transition difficult.  Please contact the Headmaster in 

confidence to discuss any concerns you may have.  

Food  

We have a full menu of hot and cold food for all pupils every day. At break time (10.40am) the 
Dining Room and an outside Food Pod are both open, serving a range of breakfast items, 
sandwiches, fruit and cakes, along with hot and cold drinks. At lunch time (12.40pm) both re-open 
with hot and cold meals available, along with snacks. A full meal is priced at £2.40.  

We espouse healthy eating and all tastes and the Dining Room is a popular destination with the 
vast majority of boys buying their meals rather than bringing packed lunches (though the latter is 
allowed). We also support local suppliers and sustainable approaches to the whole process of 
providing nourishment for 1,000 boys every day.  

  
  

What is a Cashless System?  At the heart of the cashless system there is a computer controlled 

by IMPACT–Software.  This system can: recognise each individual student / hold individual cash 

balances / record cash spent and cash received / record where money is spent / on what food / on 

any specific date and time of day  

How are pupils recognised by the system?  Each student will be issued with their own personal 

swipe sQuid card which, when used, will enter them into the system and identify them by a number 

encoded onto a magnetic strip.  

How is the card used to obtain a school meal?  The card is handed to the cashier who swipes 

the card through a card reader and gives it back to the student.  A display will show the student’s 

name, picture, form and current credit balance held within the system.  The selected food items will 

be entered into the system from an itemised keyboard while the amount spent and the new credit 

balance will show on the display.  

How is the money entered into the system?  Online payments can be made via the Independent 

Catering website to cover any period – full term, half term, month or week; or a fixed monetary 

amount of your own choice.    

How will students be able to check their current credit balance?  Every time the student spends 

money in the cafeteria, the till shows the available credit left on the card.   



If we pay for a set number of school meals, can it be spent in one day?  No, a daily spend 

limit of £5.00 will be set for all students and no food above that limit can be bought.  On request, 

an individual student limit of your choice can also be set, to include a school dinner and break time 

snacks.  

What if a student does not hold a sufficient credit balance to pay for a school lunch?  The 

Cafeteria will allow a student one meal only and retain the card until a cheque or cash is given to 

credit the card’s balance.  

What if a student is entitled to free school meals?  Students will be issued with a swipe card 

and their accounts will be automatically credited daily.  There is the facility to top up the account.  

The free school meal allowance cannot be carried forward if not spent daily.  

What if a student forgets to bring the swipe card to school or the card is lost? Do we lose 

our money? No, unlike some card systems, no money is lost.  The cards issued have no personal 

information on them and certainly no cash value is held on the card, only an encoded number. 

Should a student forget his swipe card, the catering staff will provide a meal for them which can be 

reimbursed by the parent at a later date. 

When a card is reported to be lost, a new card with a new number is allocated and the old card is 

immediately rendered null and void.  When the new card is used it will identify the student by a new 

number and show the credit balance held in the system, as with the student’s old card.  However, 

should an old card be found and used, the display will show it as unknown to the system and will 

reject its use. There is a charge of £5.00 to replace lost or wilfully damaged cards.  

  

What is meant by ‘dietary control’?  Should the student have a specific food allergy, or be a 

diagnosed diabetic, this medical information can be coded into the system, preventing foods with 

allergy ingredients from being served to a particular student, by automatically locking out relevant 

buttons on the keyboard.  

Will students have problems using the system?  Some students may find it difficult to control 

their accounts for the first couple of weeks, but because of a daily spend limit, most learn this 

important life skill very quickly and will enjoy being in control of their account.  

Will we be able to have any information on how the system is being used? Parents can view 

all transactions using the unique ‘sQuid number’ (see below) via the Independent Catering website:  

o Every item of food served and the total cost of each serving. o Individual payments 

made direct to the school by cheque into the system.  

o A total overview to show the date, time and location with cost of each purchase, 

value of all manual cheque and current cash balance.  

  

Online payments  
A letter detailing your child’s sQuid registration PIN number will be issued in due course. Should 

you not receive yours by the start of Term 1, please email via our website 

(www.independentcatering.co.uk) stating the SCHOOL, YOUR SON’S NAME and FORM.  

Swipe cards are issued at the beginning of Term 1. Do not start the sQuid registration process 

below until you have your unique registration number and 3 digit security code.  

   

sQuid allows you to top up your child’s school cashless catering account online.  sQuid is FREE to 

get and FREE to use for Debit Cards.  Please register your details with sQuid once you have your 

PIN number and create an account.   



 

  

  

 



  

 

Please inform the school of any known food allergies so that this information can be passed on to 
Independent Catering.  
  

Are you entitled to free school meals?  If you or your partner get one of the following, your son 

may be entitled to free school meals:  

 

• Income Support  

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

  

Visit http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals   

  

Good conduct  

In general, no boy should say or do anything contrary to good order, decency and common sense.  

Boys are expected at all times to behave with thoughtfulness for others. Courtesy is a prime 

requirement and it is expected that members of the school will conduct themselves with courtesy 

and thoughtfulness in dealings with staff at the school, their peers, visitors and members of the 

public.  

All other ‘school rules’ derive from these fundamental principles.  

History of the school  

Although only 130 years old, The Skinners’ School is owned by the London Livery Company of the 

same name, which goes back to the 14th Century. Nowadays, members of the Company pursue all 

sorts of professions but in the middle ages The Skinners’ Company regulated London’s fur trade. 

Members of the company made hazardous voyages to Russia and Scandinavia to buy furs.  

The Skinners’ were proud of their seniority in the City – perhaps, indeed, too proud, for in 1483 

their rivalry with The Merchant Taylors’ Company reached such a level of ferocity that a violent 

fight between the two companies took place. Lord Mayor Billesdon arbitrated between the warring 

Companies, decreeing that they should rotate annually between sixth and seventh in order of 

precedence in the City’s processions, and that annually each company should hold ‘an open dinner’ 

at which it would feast its former rivals. The companies have complied with his decree ever since, 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals
http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals
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and the English language acquired a new phrase, “being at sixes and sevens” describing the 

confusion in status which existed between the two companies.  

 

Sir Andrew Judd (Lord Mayor of London in 1550) and six times Master of the Skinners’  

Company, founded “Sir Andrew Judd’s free school” in Tonbridge in 1556 – the modern Tonbridge 

School. In Victorian times the Headmaster of Tonbridge accepted increasing numbers of fee paying 

boarders, so squeezing out boys who lived locally. Prompted by the Endowed Schools 

Commissioners, the Court of the Skinners’ Company, as Governors of Tonbridge School, 

responded by deciding to start another school. The sons of artisans had received limited education 

as a result of the 1870 Forster Education Act.  A prolonged row ensued between the ancient town 

of Tonbridge, and the hated, raffish, and upstart daughter town of Tunbridge Wells, as to the site 

of the new school. Eventually, in 1886, the corner site off St John’s Road was chosen and the new 

school was to be made of local High Brooms red brick and local sandstone.  

Sadly, the Master of Works was killed during the construction, but the school nevertheless opened 

its doors to 53 pupils in September 1887, the Reverend Frederick Knott urging each one to “do his 

best”. Tough country lads walked up to six miles into school, and Tunbridge Wells tradesmen were 

satisfied. The citizens of Tonbridge, however, were furious at the neglect of their sons’ needs. So 

the company agreed to found another new school – Sir Andrew Judd’s Commercial School – out 

of the Andrew Judd foundation, in 1888. Finally, the Company responded to the growing clamour 

to educate girls by founding The Skinners’ Girls School in Hackney in the mid-1890s.  

  

 
  

The Skinners’ School quickly established its curriculum based on the classics, and permitted the 

boys a half holiday on Saturdays. They enthusiastically took up soccer, wearing black shirts with 

red sleeves (school colours ever since) and playing on the scrubland (now Southborough) between 

Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells. In 1891 they defeated new opponents, Judd’s Commercial School, 

by seven goals to one, so inaugurating a tradition of friendly sporting rivalry which has persisted 

ever since.  

  

  



 

At the outbreak of the First World War, Skinners’ boys, like those of so many schools, flocked to 

the colours. Pupils still at school made tobacco pouches which were sent as presents to serving 

Old Skinners’ at the front in Flanders. The School’s Cadet Force was already by then well 

established, and it has recently celebrated its centenary. In the 1930s, plans developed to move 

Skinners' from our cramped corner site to the playing field at Southfields Park.  The Second World 

War put paid to that, and indeed the old building in St John’s Road played host to the evacuated 

Colfe’s School from Lewisham; Skinners’ boys were taught in the mornings, Colfe’s in the 

afternoons.  In September 2003, evacuated Old Colfeians held a reunion here and we were pleased 

to welcome them back. 

Since the construction of the original school buildings in 1887, further building has taken place in 

order to accommodate the current school roll of 1072. The Skinners’ Company, as Trustee to the 

1887 Endowment, owns the school site.  The Leopard Building (1994) houses Mathematics and 

ICT, amongst other subjects.  The Cecil Beeby Building (2002) has given us specialist 

accommodation for Modern Languages and Byng Hall (acquired 2003) has given us the chance to 

develop Music and Drama.   

Tunbridge Wells Civic Society gave the Governors a Conservation Award for the sensitive way in 

which Byng Hall has been restored. Further renovation of Byng Hall took place in Summer 2008 

with The Thomson Theatre opening in October 2008.    

  



 
  

In 2010, a £300,000 refurbishment of the Design Technology/STEM workshops took place, to 

introduce state of the art technology and to add the capacity to teach Food Technology.  

A new £2.7million Sports Hall opened in July 2012. This also boasts a classroom, weights room, 

fitness suite and climbing wall. Since then we have added two new classrooms, and a science lab, 

and we extended outdoor play space, tennis and hockey facilities at the school in the summer of 

2017.  

We are in the process of constructing a new building comprising six classrooms, Sixth Form Study 

Centre and School Library. 

The School achieved recognition as a ‘high performing specialist school’ (Science) in May 2008, 

gained a second specialism in Mathematics & Computing in April 2009, and achieved Green Flag 

Ambassador Status in 2011, an accolade retained in 2015.  

Skinners’ has also been lead sponsor of the Skinners’ Kent Academy, an outstanding all ability 

school which has dramatically improved secondary provision in Tunbridge Wells.  We also 

converted to academy status in February 2014, but we remain proud of our position as a leading 

Kent grammar school.  

We look forward to welcoming the Year 7 boys of 2019/20, who will no doubt add their own 

distinguished contribution to our history.   

Homework  

Homework is fundamental to academic progress. Year 7 pupils are given approximately two 

homeworks per evening, lasting around 30 minutes each. Your son will receive his homework 

timetable on the first day of term. It is important that he establishes good homework routines at an 

early stage.  

We run a Homework Club Monday to Thursday after school in the School Library for those who 

cannot get home immediately or who prefer to complete homework at school.  

Boys are also encouraged to spend time reflecting on their work and using Independent Study time 

to improve their notes or understanding, research further into topics or catch up on work missed.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

Houses  

There are five houses at Skinners’ to reflect our five forms of entry. Knott (first Headmaster), Atwell 

(benefactor), Sebastian (Master of the Skinners’ Company at the time of the school’s founding), 

Hunt (benefactor) and Nicholson (named after the first boy registered at the school). The houses 

provide a community within the school and healthy competition in a number of different house 

competitions.  

Internet/ICT Use  
  

Your son will be provided with a username in order to access his user area on the ICT network 

where he can save his schoolwork. He must use the school ICT network responsibly. Student 

access to computer files should only be made via an authorised account and password. Any activity 

that threatens the ICT network or attacks or corrupts other systems is forbidden.  Failure to comply 

with the School’s ‘e-Safety Rules’ will result in a withdrawal of all access rights to the school ICT 

network.    

Lost property  
  

It is essential that all articles of school clothing, games kit and personal equipment are clearly 

marked with boys' names so that lost items may be reunited with their owners – lost property can 

be retrieved from The School Office.  The School cannot accept responsibility for items of 

appreciable value, except when clearly entrusted to a teacher; alternatively, valuables may be 

deposited for the day at the School Office.  

Standards Cards and Detentions  

The School is grateful for the support of parents in ensuring that pupils are well presented and neat 

and for sharing our high expectations of behaviour.  To reinforce this, all pupils are required to carry 

a ‘Standards Card’.  These will allow Merits to be recorded, and a weekly total kept and converted 

to house points. It also allows any infringement of the School Uniform Code or any lapse in 

behaviour to be noted. Pupils who attract five signatures on their card receive a 30 minute 

detention.    

Detentions are carried out at the first reasonable opportunity, normally not later than the next 

detention day following the awarding of the detention.  Parents will be informed by letter or email if 

a detention has been given to their son. Detentions take place on Tuesdays (Teachers’ detention), 

Thursdays (Head of Year/Head of Department detention) and Saturdays (Headmaster’s detention).  

Mobile Telephones  
  

Mobile telephones are permitted at the school, but they are not to be used during lesson time 

except with the express permission of a member of staff during a supervised lesson eg. for 

project/media work.  They may not be used for Photographs/filming under any circumstances. It 

goes without saying that it is forbidden to bring fireworks, catapults, laser pens, illicit substances or 

any other dangerous object to school.  

Music  

The school runs a range of orchestras, swing bands and choirs, all of which are accessible to Year 

7 pupils. Anyone with a desire to learn or play music is encouraged to contact John Hendry, Director 

of Music: johnhendry@skinners-school.org.uk   

01892 520732 Ext 141  



 

Instrumental music lessons  

Individual music lessons are available at School from private visiting teachers.  We have a visiting 

staff of fifteen and can offer all the orchestral instruments, singing, piano, percussion and guitar.  

Pupils come out of school lessons to take their individual tuition. This is on a rota so that a different 

lesson is missed each week; they never miss more than half a school period on each occasion.  

 

Piano, guitar, oboe, bassoon, flute, clarinet, sax, singing, brass and percussion lessons are 

arranged through private peripatetic teachers and applications for these should be made on the 

Skinners’ School Music Department form, which you will receive separately and with other required 

forms.  A minimum of five lessons of 30 minutes are given each term.  

A small number of instruments are available for hire in school for pupils’ use during their first year 

of lessons. There are a wide range of extra-curricular opportunities in the music department; full 

details can be seen on the music department calendar.  If you wish to discuss any aspect of 

instrumental provision at Skinners’ I would be pleased to talk to you on the telephone.   

Parents’ Association   
  

The Parents’ Association plays a significant role enhancing co-operation between parents and the 

school and in raising valuable funds for school activities.  PA activities include a Christmas Fair, 

Summer Ball and Annual Quiz.  

All parents are encouraged to become involved in PA activities and to join the committee. The chair 

is Nicky Tebay (thetebays@hotmail.com) who will be handing over to Brenda Purse in September 

2019. 

 



 

 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE SKINNERS’ SCHOOL NOT SSMS  

 

 



 

 

 

 

ParentPay 

ParentPay is Skinners’ preferred method of payment for school trips and miscellaneous payments 

throughout the school year (please note that payments for catering should be made via sQuid – 

see additional notes in this welcome pack) 

Parents will have a secure online account, activated using a unique username and password.  If 

you have more than one child at our school, or children at another ParentPay school, you can 

create one single account login for all your children regardless of which school they attend. 

Making a payment is straightforward and ParentPay holds a payment history for you to view at a 

later date; no card details are stored in any part of the system.  Once you have activated your 

account, you can make online payments straight away.  Activation letters will be distributed at the 

beginning of term.  

Southfields  

Southfields Park, the Skinners’ School playing fields, is located 1 mile to the north of the school 

site and can be accessed via Chestnut Avenue. Changing/storage facilities are located in the 

Pavilion.   

Year 7 have their Games afternoon on a Friday and will walk up to Southfields from the Main School 

site. In the first term, Year 7 will experience their introduction to playing Rugby at Skinners’.  

Sport  

All pupils learn a variety of sports from the word go at Skinners’, via PE or Games. The main Winter 

sports during Games are rugby and hockey; In the Summer, cricket and athletics. No previous 

experience is necessary and boys will be able to play at the right level for them. All are invited for 

a pre-season training session just before term starts. Further details will follow from our Director of 

Sport, Clayton Pohio:  clayton.pohio@skinners-school.org.uk  

 

MOUTHGUARDS FOR SPORTING ACTIVITIES  

Your son will be taking part in Rugby and Hockey during his first year at the school and, following 

the advice of the Rugby Football Union and Hockey Associations, we strongly recommend that all 

pupils participating in these sports should be fitted with a custom mouthguard.  

In the interest of your child’s safety, therefore, we have invited OPRO, a dental organisation that 

specialises in mouthguards, to visit the school at the beginning of your son’s first term. This will 

give everyone, including wearers of fixed braces, the opportunity to have a dentally fitted 

mouthguard at a reasonable cost. If your child already has a mouthguard, please check if it still fits 

as this is an important factor in the effectiveness of a mouthguard.  

 OPRO provides the following service:  

  

• A qualified dental professional to take the impression.  

• A CE approved individually named mouthguard.   

• School name in mouthguard.  

• Mouthguards returned to school usually within a week.  

• Prompt replacement in case of loss (OPRO keep the impression).  

• A comprehensive aftercare service.  

• A dental accident warranty for 12 months.  



  

 

If you would like to take advantage of this service please place your order over the internet, by 

phone or by post at least one week before the visit date. The proposed date this year will be on 

Friday 30th August 2019. To view the full range, please visit www.opro.com. For orders and any 

queries you may have please deal directly with OPRO.   

  

 
  

  

 
  

 

 

 

http://www.opro.com/customorder
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Statement of Values and the Skinners’ Learner Profile  

Our Statement of Values  

The Skinners’ School is a place of learning.  Students achieve not only qualifications, but a respect 

for scholarship and learning as things worthwhile in themselves.  We intend that they will also 

develop an appreciation of human achievement in the arts, humanities, languages, science and 

literature.  Students develop the ability to think critically, to respect evidence, to distinguish between 

opinions and prejudices and to make balanced judgements of their own.  Through involvement in 

our varied extra-curricular programme every boy should develop and grow intellectually, physically 

and spiritually.    

Skinners’ is a caring school.  No young person will learn effectively unless he feels happy and 

secure.  At Skinners’ we try to address the particular needs of every pupil through a comprehensive, 

supportive and flexible pastoral system.  We value everyone as unique and special, capable of 

spiritual, moral, intellectual and physical development.  As such we work together to develop self-

respect, self-discipline and self-understanding. We aim to make responsible use of our talents and 

opportunities, strive for wisdom and knowledge and take responsibility for our own lives.    

Skinners’ is a community.  We respect others for themselves, not for what they have or what they 

can do for us.  We believe that the capacity to form strong relationships is the foundation of a happy 

and fulfilled life.  As such we strive to show others that they are valued, to earn the trust and loyalty 

of others and to work together co-operatively.  We do not tolerate bullying, violence, theft or abuse.  

Skinners’ is at the heart of a wider community.  We learn to take on our responsibilities as citizens.  

We respect and celebrate religious and cultural diversity. We promote opportunities for all.  We 

place truth, integrity, honesty and goodwill at the heart of our public and private lives.  The ethic of 

service is more highly valued by us than that of self-interest.  We believe that from those to whom 

much is given, much is expected.  

These values will underpin our work and relationships at Skinners’ School; they are the foundation 

of all that we do.   

 

Our Learner Profile  

We have defined the qualities, skills and temperaments that we would like all our pupils to develop 

over their time at the school. This list is not exhaustive but it will underpin the way we teach as well 

as our pastoral care and our extra-curricular programme.  

We want our pupils to be:  

 Inquiring   Principled  

 Informed    Caring  

 Creative    Balanced  

 Communicators   Open-minded  

 Reflective    Honest  

 Risk takers    Loyal  

 Resilient    Reliable 

  
  
  
  
  

  



 

 
 

TERM DATES 2019-2020 

TERM 1 

Mon 2nd Sept 2019 INSET Day (no students) 

Tue 3rd Sept 2019 Induction Day Y7 and Y12 students only 

Wed 4th Sept 2019 Term 1 begins 

Friday 4th October 2019 INSET Day (no students) 

Wednesday 16th October 2019 Last day of Term 1 

HOLIDAY – Thursday 17th October to Friday 25th October 2019 

 

TERM 2 

Monday 28th October 2019 Term 2 begins 

Monday 25th November 2019 INSET Day (no students) 

Thursday 19th December 2019 Last day of Term 2 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY – Friday 20th December 2018 to Friday 3rd January 2020 

 

TERM 3 

Monday 6th January 2020 Term 3 begins 

Friday 14th February 2020 Last day of Term 3 

HOLIDAY - Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020 

  

TERM 4 

Monday 24th February 2020 Term 4 begins 

Wednesday 1st April 2020 Term 4 ends 

EASTER HOLIDAY – Thurs 2nd April to Friday 17th April 2020 

  

TERM 5 

Monday 20th April 2020 Term 5 begins 

Monday 4th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 22nd May 2020 Term 5 ends 

HOLIDAY – Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 

  

TERM 6 

Monday 1st June 2020 Term 6 begins 

Friday 17th July 2020 Term 6 ends 

END OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR – SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Top Tips for Year 7 Pupils and Parents 

 

Before joining us  

  

  Do support your son in completing his ‘Skinners’ Passport’ and ensure that he brings it in to school 

on his Induction Afternoon in July. He will receive this when we visit him in his primary school.  

  Do visit the ‘Admissions/Transition into Year 7’ area where you will find copies of useful documents 

and plenty of information to help you through the first few weeks at Skinners’. There is also lots of 

useful information in the ‘Parent’ area of the website, a great opportunity to familiarise yourself and 

your son with the school’s identity, curriculum areas and opportunities. .  

    Do ensure that all forms are returned to Skinners’ promptly.  

  

  

Travel  

 Use the induction day as a ‘dry run’  

 

 Identify bus stops  

 

 Teach your son to read a train/bus 

timetables  

 

 Note alternative route/times of homeward  

journey  

 Write emergency phone numbers in 

Planner  

  

  

Organisation  

 Establish a routine  

 

 Pack school bags each night  

 

 Create a specific work area  

 

 Display school and homework 

timetables  

  

  

Equipment and Kit  

 Stationery x 2 (spare set at home 

saves anxiety)  

 Don’t forget glue and scissors  

 

 Small dictionary/thesaurus  

 

 Label/ name everything.  Buy a 

laundry pen!  

 Encourage boys to clean own kit 

and boots  

 Buy a second-hand rugby shirt  

 

  

Communicate  

 Talk to the tutors  

 

 Talk to the boys; remind them there 

will be boys who are academically 

stronger and weaker  

 Encourage your son to take an active 

role in clubs and extra-curricular 

activities  

 Problems?  Concerns?  Contact us at  

         Skinners’  

  

 



 

  

  

 

Travel to School 

 

1. By bus  

  

 For further information regarding bus travel (bus numbers and routes) to the school, please refer 

to the following KCC website:  http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/school-transport  

 For information regarding the Young Person’s Travel Pass for 11-16 year olds, please refer to:  

http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/school-transport/young-persons-travel-pass  
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2. By train  

Tunbridge Wells Station (postcode TN1 1BT) is located 1.1 miles to the south of the school.  High 

Brooms Station (postcode TN4 3XE) is located 1 mile to the north-east of the school.  The walk to 

either station takes approximately 20 minutes. For rail times please refer to National Rail enquiries:  

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk  

3. By car  

Parents are not permitted to drive onto school grounds when dropping off and collecting their sons.  

  

4. By bicycle  
  

The school has bicycle racks, located by the minibuses, for those who cycle to school.  
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Uniform   
 

House Colours:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atwell    Knott    Hunt 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Nicholson   Sebastian           PE Kit 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                                                                     Rugby kit 



 

 

 

Atwell: Green    Hunt: Gold    Knott: Blue   Sebastian: White   Nicholson: Lilac  

  

  

School Blazer – House colours  
Green/gold/blue/white/lilac PE polo shirt 

(according to House) 

Black regulation trousers  White shorts (without logos) 

School Tie – House colours  Trainers 

Plain black pullover, v neck  School colours reversible rugby shirt 

Dark, preferably black/grey, socks  Black shorts 

Black shoes  Rugby/soccer boots with Rugby safety studs 

Apron (for Technology – 

available from School after the 

start of term) 

 

School rugby socks 

Shin pads for Hockey 

Skins (for the colder weather months) 

  Splash top 

  Black tracksuit bottoms 

  

Mouthguard (essential for boys playing Rugby or 

Hockey) – please see further information on the 

following pages. 

     

  

Our uniform supplier is Simmonds of Tunbridge Wells, who will have several 10% discount days 

during the summer – dates are on their website.  They also have an appointment only day, again 

attracting a 10% discount. Uniform may also be ordered online. For further information, please 

check their website:  

  

www.simmonds-ltd.com   

A second hand uniform shop is also available.  This is run by the Parents’ Association and is open 

periodically during term time. The PA will publicise opening times.  
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Comments from Year 7  

 

 



  

  

The Skinners’ School, St John’s Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9PG   

Southfields Park, Chestnut Avenue, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 0BU  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


