
THE SKINNERS’ SCHOOL 
Newsletter – December 2017 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Sam Wright (Year 7) winner of the 

Chocolate Hamper Christmas Raffle. Runners-up prizes were won 
by James Challingsworth, Gabriel Harris and Leo Kilner. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Sam Wright (Year 7)  

winner of the Chocolate Hamper Christmas Raffle.  

Runners-up prizes were won by James Challingsworth, 

Gabriel Harris and Leo Kilner. 

Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter for 2017. Another busy term has ended 
with a spate of activity centred around Christmas celebrations and the 
intensity of mock exams and Oxbridge interviews. Suffice to say that much of 
this is recorded here and in the end of term Bulletin.  

In the meantime I wish everyone a  well-earned rest. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Edward Wesson 



Skinners' A and B chess teams 

took part in the first round of 

the Schools' U19 chess 

championships held at 

Tonbridge School.  All boys 

played very well and Skinners' 

A  won the competition, 

qualifying for the Regional 

round, Sevenoaks were 

second and Skinners' B team 

came third. 

 

Team A:  

 

Ben Barton, Efe Shimwell, 

Lorcan Pritchard, Giovanni 

Currah, Luke Peters and 

Karam Al Robaie 

 

Team B: 

 

Sambodh Sinah, Theo 

Panchev, Freddy Reid, Etienne 

Lawrence, George Beasley 

and Finlay Davis 

 

CHESS 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 



3D Printer Club progress. Every 
Monday a group of Year 7 – Year 10 
students have been building from 
scratch a 3D printer.  They have been 
working from the Open Source 

instructions of artist Jonathan Keep 
who will be exhibiting work in January 
at the OBS Gallery Tonbridge. 
 
Shown above are 3 entries from the  
Year 7 Art Codes project run by the Art 
department  in conjunction with Liz 
Jeal in November.  The images work 
like a QR code. Once scanned with 
the Art Codes app they take the user 

to a website. This was used to engage 
with the Skinners' Learner Profile and 
when complete the codes will link to 
sites with these attributes. 
 
 

Leo Hillier, Head of Art 

ART DEPARTMENT NEWS 



In October Year 10 GCSE Art students 

enjoyed a day in London exploring how to 

record portraits within a landscape, to feed 

into their initial project 'sense of self'. They 

enjoyed it a lot, especially the vibrant South 

Bank, where a number of great photos 

were taken.  

 

The Trip culminated in a visit to the National 

Portrait Gallery, exploring how other artists 

have addressed the same topic, from the 

Tudor period right through to the modern 

day.  
 
 
 
 

YEAR 10 ART  

TRIP 



Designed  by Diego Pardesi Centelles – 8G 

Designed by Harry Malt – 9W 

CHRISTMAS 
CARD 

COMPETITION 
2017 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to Diego Pardesi 

Centelles and Harry 

Malt for winning the 

Christmas Card 

competition.  Both 

received art kits as 

prizes. 
 



The History Department took a group of A 
level History students to Krakow for a three 
day residential trip in October.  They 
completed a series of thought provoking 
and once in a lifetime visits focused on the 
origin and nature of the Holocaust.  They 
started with a walking tour of Krakow, 
taking in many sites including Krakow 
Castle and Cathedral and the Jewish 
Ghetto, followed in the evening by a 
traditional folklore evening, comprising 
Polish cuisine and dancing, in a local 

restaurant. The following day they visited 
the two Auschwitz Camps, Auschwitz 1 and 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Death Camp, both of 
which give an unforgettable insight in to 
the experiences of those caught up in the 
Holocaust. A visit to the Schindler Factory 
museum took place on the final day. 

THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT VISIT 
KRAKOW 



During October half term, 49 Year 11 students went to Sicily for a week of Geography to give 

them experience of the geography of a very different place. 
 
They had the opportunity to see volcanoes and historic towns, together with dramatic coastlines and 
gorges.  Highlights included a trek over fresh lava fields on Etna and tubing down a river, getting 
some up close geography.  
 

Thanks to Mr Adams, Mr Fleming, Mr Bannister, Mr Bee, Miss Fryer and Miss Lowe for helping to make 
it a very successful trip. 

GEOGRAPHERS IN SICILY 



 
Basketball 
  

This term has been very successful for the 

school’s basketball teams. The Year 9 

team are in the final of the West Kent 

District Basketball League: they will play 

Cranbrook after Christmas.  This follows 

victories against TWBGS, Judd, St Greg's 

and Bennett. 

 

Following their successful tour to Gibraltar 

during the October half term, the U16 

basketball team won the West Kent 

District Basketball League, beating  

TWBGS, Bennett, Judd and Cranbrook. 

 

Table Tennis 
 

The U13 Table Tennis Team have had a 

very successful term. They have won the 

Kent Team Championships and will be 

going on to play in the Zonal Finals in an 

attempt to qualify for the National finals.  

In the individual Kent Championships, Dan 

Record won the final of the Consolation 

Cup and Dan Jones and Eddie Gillhouley 

both reached 

the quarter 

finals before  

being  

knocked  

out by the  

eventual  

finalists. Noah  

Featherstone 

-Csillag made 

 up the  

quartet. 

 

Football 
 

The 1st XI are looking to emulate the 

success of 2013 when the won the 

North Kent Division 1 League. They are 

currently lying in 2nd place behind the 

leaders Charles Darwin whom they 

beat last week whilst still having a 

game in hand, so everything to play 

for! 

 

NEWS FROM THE PE DEPARTMENT 



 
Cross Country 
 

Despite failing to qualify for the 

national finals in the team event, 

Henry and Matthew Taylor 

finished 13th and 4th respectively 

in the regional finals although 

they were both a year younger 

than other competitors. 

 

 

Climbing  
 

The climbing team took on Eton College 

in a recent climbing match on the 

school’s climbing wall. On some 

demanding routes we won the fixture 68 

– 60 to maintain an undefeated record 

against Eton. The team consisted of 

Alex Maltby, Josh Chillington, Dan 

Johnston, Tom Donno, Brodie Brown, 

Dan Fidler, Sam Cunningham, Leo 

Burness, Michael Lake, Joe Taylor, Harry 

Warren, Sam Sherwood, Xander Waters, 

Freddie Hakfelt, Ben Justice, Ben Evans. 

 

 
U13 Rugby tour to Paris 
 

36 Year 8s went on a development tour to 

Paris where they trained at Racing Metro 

and went to watch Stade Francais v London 

Irish. They played 2 fixtures against Rosny-

Sous-Bois and Sarcelles, playing their U14 

sides. Whilst not winning either of the fixtures 

they more than held their own against older, 

bigger and quicker opposition and showed 

good development and improvement of 

their all round game. 
 
  
 

 

Team of the Week (and the season 
so far?) 
 
Team of the week on a muddy 11 

November was awarded to the U16B 

team who racked up 70 points in an 

outstanding performance.  





 

This year's Tunbridge Wells MUNGA, 
featuring most of the local West Kent 
schools, took place on 24th 
November at the Town Hall.  Boys 
from Year 11 to 13 took part, taking 
the roles of country delegates, press, 
secretariat and committee chairs, 
debating topics as varied as UN 
reform, indigenous people's rights and 
international conflict.  Skinners' had 

the challenging role of being the USA, 
(forthright in making America Great 
Again), the upstarts of Qatar 
(punching above their weight) and 
Botswana (friends to everyone). 
 
A fun day was had, the boys 
prepared well, and participated 
effectively.  Special mention to Jon 
Coomber who was highly 
commended for his role as a 
Committee Chair. 
 
 

Chris Adams  

 



On 13th December, eight members of Year 12 including went on a visit to the Venezuelan 
Embassy as part of our preparation for the upcoming Harvard Model United Nations trip. We were 
given the opportunity to ask questions of Minister Councillor D'Santiago, a senior diplomat at the 
Embassy and Deputy Head of Mission. As we are all representing Venezuela, his insights were very 

useful and helped us to gain an idea of the diplomatic viewpoint of his country. Moreover, he 
gave us great advice on how international politics works and I greatly appreciated his open and 
honest tone. Displaying Venezuelan policy on a wide range of issues from woman's rights to the 
Syria conflict, he guided our ideas over the issues facing his country. I am thankful to Mr Coltella 
and the Minister Councillor for this excellent opportunity. 

 Jake Rule 

 

YEAR 12 VISIT THE 

VENEZUELAN EMBASSY 



Following excellent racing in the Kent 

Schools' Championships in September, the 

Intermediate Boys' Swimming team 

qualified for the National Finals by 

achieving a top 30 national ranking in both 

the freestyle and medley relay events. The 

finals were held at the London Aquatics 

Centre (the 2012 Olympic Pool)  on 18th 

November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reuben Edwards, Aiden McMillan, Dan 

Brice, Ben Strebel and Alex Turton raced in 

both the freestyle and medley relays, and 

improved their finishing times in both 

events. In the Medley relay, they achieved 

a top 10 ranking in the heats, to reach the 

final, where they finished in 8th place 

nationally. This is clearly a superb 

achievement, and a reflection of the 

training the boys put in on a weekly basis 

with their Club programmes. 

 

 
 
 



It has been another busy term for the Sixth 
Form Theatre Club.  In September, students 
visited the Globe Theatre, watching a staging 
of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing set 
in the Mexican Revolution.  In October, 

students had the opportunity to see a National 
Theatre Encore screening of Benedict 
Cumberbatch playing Hamlet, screened in 
Trinity Theatre.  In November, students returned 
to London to see the multi-award winning play 
Oslo, a play set in Norway in 1993 exploring the 
historical meeting between Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders. Finally, students also had 
the opportunity to see former Skinners’ student 
Matthew Turbett (Skinners’ 2008-2015) direct 

Richard III at the Barons Court Theatre. 
 
 
 
 
  

The Sixth Form Theatre Club is open to all sixth 
form students – we strongly encourage them to 
take advantage of the diverse London theatre 
scene that is right on our doorstep! Our trips in 
the new year are to see Jez Butterworth’s 

award-winning play The Ferryman and Eugene 
O’Neil’s famous America play A Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night as well as an NT Encore 
screening of the Young Vic’s production of 
Tennessee Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
starring Sienna Miller.  
 

We also have a group of sixth form students 
currently writing their own plays as a part of the 
National Theatre’s New Views playwriting 

competition. We will keep you updated on 
their progress! 

 

SIXTH FORM THEATRE  

CLUB 



What a fantastic weekend had by all in 
Cologne Christmas Markets in Germany! 59 
Year 7 students took part in the trip at the 
end of November to experience the 
Christmas Markets in Cologne and 
Dusseldorf. It was a fantastic weekend with 
plenty of activities ranging from ice skating, 

visiting the cathedral and experiencing 
shopping in traditional markets. All students 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and gained 
a great deal from the weekend, learning lots 
of new vocabulary! 
 
Jenny Hubbard 



CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2017 



Coding Club 

 
Once again Coding Club has been a huge 
success with over 50 boys using Scratch and 
Construct to create some very challenging and 
imaginative games.  I would like to thank Junior 
Game Creators for their continued support in 
the running of these clubs and for the prizes 
awarded to the various winners.  In their final 
sessions this week, the boys all had their games 
judged and the winners of each group, Josh 

Burningham, Alex Cullingworth and Oliver 
Armes, have each won a Gamewagon party 
for 12 people.  Very well done to all of the boys 
who took part. I look forward to seeing another 
set of enthusiastic coders in the Spring. 

Nigel Hubbard 

 
 
Sports  Achievement 
 
Congratulations to  Daniel Newman who has been 

selected for the  Sussex Under 15 Squad and will hopefully 
have the opportunity to play representative rugby in the 
New Year.  

Simon Jervis 

Senior Maths Challenge 
 
Very well done to the seven Skinners’ pupils 
who qualified for the 2nd ‘Kangaroo’ round of 
the Senior Maths Challenge aimed at Year 12 

and 13 students. Special congratulations to 
Sam Richards (Best in School) and James 
Murdoch who earned Merits for results in top 
25% of qualifiers, and to Scott Hall who 
qualified, despite only being in Year 10.  Well 
done too to our other qualifiers, Jamie Hood 
(Year 12), Boris Williams, Will Chudley and Oscar 
Hussey (Year 13). 
 
Well done to all those who took part in Round 1 

earlier in the autumn , where Skinners gained 
an impressive haul of six gold medals, twelve 
silver medals and 26 bronze medals from 58 
entrants. 

Julien Wildman 

STOP PRESS 
University news 
 
Syimyk Kyshtoobaev  in the Upper Sixth has 
been awarded a place and full scholarship 
to attend Yale University from August 2018. 
This is truly an outstanding achievement 
and a unique opportunity to study at a 

world class institution.  Syimyk applied 
through the Early Action cycle and was 
snapped up by Yale who deferred 55% of 
applicants to the regular admissions round, 
whilst declining admission to 29% with 2% 
withdrawing. Syimyk's 4 year degree will 
allow him to develop interests across a 
number of fields, before deciding and 
declaring a concentration midway 

through his second year. In the last few 
years we have been pleased to place 
students at MIT, Columbia and USC and 
look forward to other students following 
Syimyk's example and considering 
opportunities to broaden their horizons 
across the pond. 

James Coltella 

Pictured left  

Syimik 

Kyshtoobaev

Below  

Daniel 

Newman 


