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Lance Abbott (top) just outsprints Sheng Rui Hu in the Year 10 100m final on Sports 

Day in July.  On a baking hot day, with England playing a World Cup quarter final in the 

afternoon, the occasion seemed to sum  up the end of the Summer Term.  In the lower 

photo Hunt take the strain in the tug of war.

Many more highlights of the end of the school year follow inside this letter, so please 

read on.   Oh, and Sebastian won the Sports Day trophy.

Edward Wesson



Oxbridge

At the beginning of term, students in the 
Lower Sixth attended an English and 
Engineering subject day at Queens’ College, 
Cambridge. After a tour of the college, 
students split into their respective 
departments, enjoying an hour long tutorial 
with the Director of Studies of each 
department. Furthermore students had a 
tour of the facilities and a visit to the 
Medieval Library.

In June, 4 boys in Year 9 were invited to 
visit Oxford University and watch a 
production of Much Ado about Nothing, 
featuring former Head Boy Christian 
Edwards, now studying English at 
Worcester College, Oxford. The boys were 
treated to tours of Corpus Christi and New 
College by Solly Hardwick and Theo 
Merchant – both studying English, further 
to a tour of Balliol College by Fred Lynam. 
It was a wonderful opportunity for the boys 
to connect with 4 ex Skinners’ students, 
whetting their appetite for all that Oxbridge 
has to offer.

New Senior Prefect Team

In preparation for their new roles leading 
the school, Mr Fleming and Mr Coltella took 
the Senior Prefects to Hindleap Warren 
Outdoor Centre to put the boys through 
their paces with a range of team building 
challenges. Disappearing down the 
underground tunnels, designed for primary 
school aged children, proved a particular 
favourite, whilst the blindfold high ropes 
course was a trial like no other.
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James Coltella



One fingerprint.  One hair fibre. One blood 
splatter. It has been noted as one of the most 
elaborate crimes in the history of the Skinners’ 
School having already baffled the likes of 
Inspectors Bee and Hillier of Skinners’ Yard. 
Many feared that Mrs Bridge’s computer files 
would remain missing forever more and with 
no clear evidence, and only a cryptic note left 
at the scene of the crime, hope was dying fast. 
That was, until, a number of crime scene 
specialists were pulled out of their Year 5 
lessons at local primary schools to come and 
help the investigation efforts.
They proved to be fearless as they confronted 
some of Skinners’ most notorious criminals, 
laughing in the face of evil to track them down 
and collect their fingerprints, hair samples, 
height, pens and alibis. They then returned to 
the forensics lab where their intricate analysis 
helped slowly shorten the list of suspects. They 
flawlessly lifted fingerprints from Mrs Bridge’s 
laptop, tested blood splatter diameters, 
analysed hair fibres under microscopes and 
completed chromatography to compare the ink 
of the note left behind and the teachers’ pens.

Comprehensive teamwork eventually led them 
to bridge the final links and solve the 
perplexing mystery. With their evidence ready 
to present, and their conclusions drawn, they 
prepared to confront the culprit. Tensions rose 
high as the suspects lined up; every last bead of 
sweat and standing hair made everyone seem 
equally guilty. But this didn’t scare off the Year 
5s, they had cracked the case and revealed the 
true felon to be none other than Mrs Mead! In a 
moment of panic, she bolted for the door as 
she tried to escape, but luckily some Lower 
Sixth CSIs were on the scene and quickly 
chased after her to make the arrest.

The files were returned to Mrs Bridge and Mrs 
Mead has been sentenced to mark all of the 
School’s Summer Exams. The Year 5s from 
local primary schools demonstrated 
confidence and quick-thinking intelligence. 
The School and Mrs Bridge are extremely 
grateful for all their efforts and as Mrs Mead 
put it, she “would have got away with it if it 
wasn’t for those meddling kids”.

Inspector Knacker
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On Monday 29th June  we arrived at school at 3 
o’clock in the morning to catch our early morning 
flight to Germany.  Upon arrival in Bonn we  
travelled directly to Beethoven Gymnasium, 
enjoyed a tour of Bonn, including a boat trip and 
lunch.  We then travelled to our host’s houses to 
spend the evening.

During the weekend, the Skinners’ group split up 
and we all  took part in different activities with our 
exchange partners. On Saturday, many of us went 
to Fantasieland (a very large theme park with great 
rides and adrenaline rushing rollercoasters). Others 
went to Aqualand (a great water park with pools 
and saunas).  On Sunday, a large group of us went 
canoeing at a lake near to Cologne, and others went 
on trips to lakes, mountains, caves and more places 
near Cologne and Bonn. Overall, we all had a great 
time and we got to know our exchanges and their 
families and discovered what German life is like.

After an adventurous weekend full of activities, on 
Monday we were given the opportunity to try a new 
sport, water-skiing.  We immediately knew, upon 
trying this, if we were going to be any good!  By the 
end, all of us either gave up trying as we fell in 
straight away, or went round in circles, although we 

all thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

On Tuesday we joined some of the lessons at Bonn 
Gymnasium.  We then went to Beethoven’s House, 
for a brief tour, after which we took a bus to 
Kletterwald (the German version of Go Ape). When 
we arrived, we found there were 4 levels of 
difficulty.  It was great fun as there was a lot of 
adrenaline due to the fact we were extremely high 
up. After this experience we enjoyed relaxing in the 
swimming pool with ice creams.

On Wednesday we all  met at Bonn Train Station to 
travel to Cologne. Upon arrival in Cologne we were 
in awe at the size of Cologne Cathedral which was 
an imposing landmark.  We then had a tour of the 
Olympic Museum which included activities such as 
an ancient long jump. We then walked to the Lindt
Museum and had a quick tour, and of course, 
brought some chocolate.  After spending some free 
time in Cologne we headed back to Bonn to meet 
with our families again.

On our last day we took a train to Drachenfels, a 
town which had a castle on top with a viewing 
platform. The views of the river below and the hills 
to our left were amazing.  A short walk took us to 
Lemmerzbad Open Air Pool where we enjoyed a 
refreshing swim.  Our final visit was to Haus der 
Geschichte museum to learn more about Germany’s 
history.  It was then time to leave for home; we left 
Bonn and arrived in London just after midnight. We 
had a brilliant trip and agreed that we we would do 
it all again without hesitation.

Lenny Saville

YEAR 9 VISIT GERMANY



The Loire trip was a combination of self-confidence, 
teamwork building and a way to develop our French 
skills.  We were given many possibilities to be 
independent which provided us reassurance later on. I 
think we can all acknowledge that this was one of the 
best trips that we have been on and we have learned 
much from it. 

We were due to be at school at 5.40 am, which many 
of us dreaded, but that was overwhelmed by the 
excitement of the trip to come. When embarking at 
the ferry terminal, queues were not what we thought 
they would be, going past them in only twenty 
minutes. Though we had just eaten breakfast, most of 
us were craving for the four euro Haribo Tangfastics
packets. 

We arrived on Sunday evening to a calm hotel in the 
town of Romorantin, and a delicious three-course 
meal. We went to bed at ten but talked out our 
curiosity to our comrades until one in the morning.
The next day we woke up to a modest yet tasteful 
breakfast and a blazing sun and left for Amboise. Clos 
Lucé was Leonardo da Vinci’s house of retirement 
when he was invited by the King of France. We were 
left to roam around the beautiful gardens of this 
traditional French medieval manor. One area was 
significantly impressive, what we thought was meant 
to represent a tropical jungle, with tall trees and a 
calm lake. We left Amboise for the animal park in 
Autrêche where we boarded the safari train and 
discovered the wonders of this realistic recreation of 
the savanna. From large deer with antlers spanning 

one meter to bison weighing nearly seven hundred 
kilograms, this was definitely one of the highlights of 
the trip. We returned to the hotel for the succulent 
evening meal before playing football with Mr. Lawson 
on ‘Le Stade Tournefeuille’.

On Tuesday, we left the hotel for Romorantin, a short 
ten-minute walk where we could admire the French 
architecture. We conducted interviews with the locals, 
after which we had free time, and the majority of year 
8 headed towards the Aldi at the corner of the road, 
surprised at how the packet of Pringles was even 
cheaper than in England. We then left for lunch at the 
hotel and proceeded to our next stop, the castle of 
Amboise. This was possibly my favourite activity as 
we learned a lot about French history as well as 
having a bit of free time in the historic town.

Maxime Desbrousses

LOIRE 2018
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The ECF National Schools U19 Chess 
Championship 3-4 July 2018
This prestigious competition dates back to 1957-
58 and is therefore in its sixty-first year. A total of 
105 schools (163 teams) entered the 
Championship in the autumn of 2017. Sixteen 
teams qualified for the finals held at Uppingham
School where they played four games over two 
days. No less than seven players were graded over 
200 and nine players were 190s. The Skinners’ 
team; Oleg Lyakh, Ben Barton, Efe Shimwell, 
Giovanni Currah, Luke Peters, Sambodh Sinha, 
Freddy Reid and Theo Panchev, played extremely 
well and finished in 12th place.

Oleg Lyakh

SKINNERS’ CHESS PLAYERS



As part of Activities Week 
in June, Mr Coltella & Mrs 
Charvat took a group of 
boys from the Italian Club 
to Italy where they stayed 
in the hilltop village of 
Ornaro Alto, near to 
Rome.  They enjoyed a 
variety of days out, 
including a day trip to 
Rome, an Italian Cookery 
Class and a visit to 
Europe’s tallest manmade 
waterfall.  

A TASTE OF

ITALY



RAF cadets, pictured above, were at the Tunbridge Wells cemetery earlier in July to play

their part in unveiling a monument to mark the 100th anniversary of the RAF and to

honour 24 WW1 and 2 pilots buried in that cemetery, including Captain J.L.Fowke, who

was a science teacher at Skinners’ and i/c CCF in the seven years before WW2 broke out.

James Quill 

demonstrates

a Virtual 

Reality 

Simulator to 

Prince 

Edward in 

London at the 

RAF 100th 

anniversary 

celebrations 

earlier in July.
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David Fullbrook came third at the Kent Schools Athletics competition on 24th June in

a busy weekend competing in his first decathlon. He achieved 7 personal bests and it

is the first time he has been on the podium as an individual athlete. The Kent Senior

Boys Team came first so they are through to the English Schools Final in Bedford

Stadium in September.

KENT SCHOOLS ATHLETICS



A groups of students from 

Bharti visited the school 

and performed a cultural 

dance to Year 10 students 

who joined the dance 

(with varying levels of 

rhythm). 

Headmistress Mrs Savita 

Arora addressed our boys 

and thanked Mr Wesson 

by giving the school a 

statue symbolising peace.

VISIT FROM BHARTI PUBLIC 

SCHOOL, NEW DELHI



JUNIOR DRAMA 

PRODUCTION - Oliver Twist

Oliver Twist, 

performed in July 

in the Thomson 

Theatre, was an 

immense 

production, with a 

fabulous cast of 35, 

superb 

choreography and 

a wonderful set 

and musical 

setting. 

Congratulations al 

involved and in 

particular to 

‘Captain’ Kirk for 

another triumph.



Pictured below L to R are Peter Bannister and Dan Jones who obtained 2nd place in the U13 Tunbridge Wells 
LTC Tennis Schools' Championships. The event was organised by Miss Emma Beech and

The event was organised by Miss Emma Beech and  hosted by Tunbridge Wells Lawn Tennis Club. It is the 

first ever lower schools Tennis Championships but certainly not the last as we hope to organise the event for 

next year as well. There was a total of 5 schools competing this year but we had so much interest that next 

year it is likely to be 10 schools competing in the Tennis Championships.

TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS


