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Editorial

I recently attended the Past-Presidents’ Dinner which was a most enjoyable evening.   The Headmaster gave us an update of the School’s impressive progress and was himself very excited at the prospect of the building of the new Sports Hall at the School.   As we all know fund-raising during the current financial state is a daunting task but we are making great progress and as always more money is still required.

Our current President Peter Braggins has carried out his year with panache and great dignity and will be followed next time round by Chris Utting, who will be remembered with affection by many of you.   Maybe it is time for some of you to get together tables from your year groups to come to the Annual OSS Dinner this year which has now been held at the School for several years.   I have missed just one in forty one years and can tell you they are memorable evenings.   There is the chance of a tour of the School as well.

Recently at the Assembly Hall in Tunbridge Wells I saw two films produced by two Old Skinners’.   One was produced by Andy Brunskill (99) and one written and directed by Matt McCooey (99).   Matt’s film was called ‘Billy’ which was a comedy and Billy was played by Steve ‘Billy’ Harvey (99).   It was a splendid evening and I have just heard that Matt has gone to Cannes to show his film as part of the evening entertainment for the cinema buffs.   We wish them all well in this precarious occupation and look forward to further enterprises.

Your Committee is always looking for new blood and new ideas for the programme of events.   If you have any ideas for modernisation, new functions or different methods of improving on functionality please do not hesitate to contact us.   We are intending to have a full programme of sporting events against the School and Matt Wilkey has offered to co-ordinate the events.   If you wish to be involved in tennis, cricket, squash, football, volleyball etc., please get in contact with him to express your interest.   The more data he has up front the better the chances of having enjoyable and viable functions.   The standard of hockey against the School was very high (OS won 4-1) and I enjoyed the match enormously.

A few days ago I spoke to Tony Mead, Head of Science, who showed me the plans for modernising and developing one Physics and two Chemistry Laboratories and he explained to me the difficulties of coping with Government cutbacks for funding.   If anyone out there has any ideas on how to find funds for laboratories Tony would love to hear about them.   A huge number of our boys are studying sciences and they deserve the latest facilities to enhance their studies.   A couple of weeks ago on Radio 4’s Costing the Earth I heard an excellent  interview with several Skinners’ boys and Mark Moody, Head of Biology, talking about conservation of energy amongst the youth in particular and society in general.   They all came across very well indeed and did the School proud.

I should like to draw your attention to the labours of Rob Wilson and his wife Nikki.   You may remember that Rob won the ‘Leopard of the Year’ a couple of years ago and since then his charity work and his achievements in this field have blossomed.   They have been awarded a prestigious Winston Churchill Memorial Trust Travelling Fellowship to embark on a journey from Capetown to Cairo to uncover Africa’s inspiring social entrepreneurs.   I draw your attention to the website where I think you will find some informative and inspirational ideas - www.ontheup.org.uk.   I am sure we all wish them well in their continuing humanitarian endeavours. 

SPORTS HALL
(This project is very close to your Editor’s heart (after his Post-Grad year at Loughborough PE College he nearly taught PE and not Physics – he did, however, run a Men’s Keep Fit Class at the Adult Education Centre for 25 years) and he is very excited indeed about the prospect of this State of the Art Sports Hall.   Before long we shall have many of the OSS Sporting fixtures against the School in the Sports Hall which we shall I am sure enjoy enormously.   A tremendous amount of effort has gone into the project so far and there is still plenty more to do especially in fund-raising. )  
Our Fund-raiser Camilla says -
Things have moved on at pace since my last update.   Most of you will have heard the fantastic news that we have received a £1 million grant from Kent County Council which means that we are optimistic that we will finally be in a position to build that long awaited Sports Hall.   We have already invited a number of companies to tender with the view to appoint a contractor in June and to start building work in July.
During April we went out with a final push for phase one of the appeal with a revised target of £400K.   I am delighted that with the support of parents, Old Skinners’ and friends of the school that we have managed to reduce this target to £326,028 – probably closer to £300K if we are able to gift aid the majority of donations. It’s a fantastic result but until we know the final construction costs we are uncertain as to whether we will have sufficient funds to equip the gym and fitness centre, provide an all weather pitch or build a dynamic indoor climbing wall.
One final plea – it’s still not too late to make a difference (either a single donation or monthly contribution) – whatever the amount it really does help.
Thank you again to all who have supported the appeal and are currently redeeming their pledges.   I do promise to give you a break from ‘asking’ and turn my attention to ‘giving’ – that is to give you regular updates on how this exciting project is progressing.
Editor (If you have any ideas on content, style, format etc., for the Newsletter I am open to suggestions.)
******************


Editor                                  - Roger Fitzwater	- roger.susan.fitzwater@sky.com
Sports’ Secretary		 - Matt Wilkey        - Matt@idcband.co.uk
Membership Secretary 	 - Tony Holding     - tonyh@smytheclose.org.uk

***************

DATES AHEAD
Cricket Match v School Friday 9th Sept 2.00pm
2011 AGM Saturday 18 June 2011 at 11.00am followed by a buffet lunch
Golf vs Old Juddians  08 July 2011
Annual Dinner 2011 24 September
Annual Dinner 2012 22 September
************


 BANFIELD Jack (2002)

After a gap year, Jack dropped out of University in the summer of 2003 (before he even started) to pursue a career in aviation.   After a visit to the bank for a frighteningly large loan, he sat exams at London Metropolitan.   Then some flying training in the USA in Florida and Oklahoma, before finally finishing off at Exeter airport.  He obtained his Commercial Pilot's Licence in July 2005.   After six months searching for a job and labouring for a bit of money, he joined Easy Jet at the start of 2006.   He spent two years at Luton, before moving to Italy to work out of Milan in 2008.   Now he finds himself based in Rome, struggling with the language STILL but enjoying the food and trying to navigate the traffic with his Vespa!

Jack is still very much in contact with his old friends at Skinners' School often makes it a point to meet up in London or Tunbridge Wells at Wetherspoons when he is back in the UK.

Jack never joined the RAF but was awarded an RAF Flying Scholarship in the lower sixth when he was in the CCF, this gave him 25 hours flying and pretty much introduced him to the idea of flying for a living.


BOURNE Richard (2000)
 
 Having initially read my e-mail very quickly he was wondering why I had asked for an update from the past ten years or so, before it struck him that it has indeed been that long since he left the School!    It gets said often enough but it really is frightening how time flies.
 
Anyway, when Richard left the School in 2000 he went straight to Nottingham University to read Politics and French.   The course incorporated a ‘year abroad’ which he spent in Brussels lobbying the European institutions on behalf of Boots which was a great opportunity.   He continued to play rugby in both Nottingham and Brussels throughout his time at university, highlights of which included another tour to Canada in 2002 (subsequent to the one he went on with the School in 1999) and winning promotion to the Belgian Premier Division (not quite as glamorous as it sounds!) with the Brussels Barbarians. 
 
He graduated in 2004 and before starting a ‘proper’ job, he took some time out during which he firstly travelled around New Zealand and then worked for a tour company during the ski season in the resort of Val Thorens in the French Alps:  both were fantastic experiences.   In June 2005 he began work for Accenture, the global consulting firm, where he spent three years.   The majority of that time was spent working on projects for BP and also included a year long secondment to Melbourne, Australia. 
 
He then moved to Deloitte in June 2008 which is where he is still.   His work there hasn’t taken him to quite such glamorous locations unfortunately but still involves a good degree of travel:  Dusseldorf, Aberdeen and Halifax have been his most recent destinations.   The projects he works on there mainly focus on the operational efficiency of their clients and how they can reduce costs whilst maintaining, and hopefully improving, their existing production levels. 
 
Outside of work, unfortunately, he no longer plays rugby as a result of a knee injury sustained whilst snowboarding.   His passion for sport, in particular football, remains undimmed, however, and he has been running a website with a university friend for a couple of years now to offer up some thoughts and opinions on the round ball game.   It is called ‘The Football Blog’ (imaginatively enough!) and can be found at www.the-football-blog.co.uk.  
 
He still keeps in touch with a number of Old Skinners’.   Indeed he attended three Old Skinners’ weddings last year which provided an excellent opportunity to get together with a number of old faces.   He also shared a flat with Thomas Kelly for four years up until July this year when he moved to Hong Kong. 
 
He thinks that’s about all really and he looks forward to catching up with some of you at an OSS event some time in the near future. 
 

COVIL Craig (82)

Craig says ‘To really see the world you join the military, a humanitarian group or become a Civil Engineer’.   He has always loved and still loves travel.    

He wrote this article while sitting at West Point Military Academy just north of New York City, in the County Swim Championships watching his oldest daughter swim.   She is 16 but swimming in the U18 classifications.   It was an all-day event.    He is proud to say this is her third year of making these championships, this year she made it via the various season’s events and was selected in three events based upon her year’s time records.   On the pool’s record board for this pool is Mark Spitz the 100m Fly record holder of 1972 -  47.98 secs.   There are three other Olympic Gold medalists on the board, a great facility.   His middle child and other daughter is an avid footballer (called soccer over there in the USA) and basketball player, while his youngest (and son) excels at soccer, basketball and baseball.   All three will be moving to Edinburgh, Scotland this summer having just passed entrance exams to George Watson’s College.   So as we can tell he is a very proud father.   

After leaving Skinners’ Craig studied Civil Engineering at the University of Surrey (Guildford) with an industrial year working in Southern Africa based in Johannesburg (while under apartheid).   He finished his degree and then worked in Australia in the goldfields of Kalgoorlie, before joining Ove Arup & Partners (Arup) in London in 1988.   He has effectively been with Arup since then: having worked in Perth(Western Australia), London, Leeds, St Helier Jersey, Hong Kong, Sydney and now New York.   He was lucky enough to be given a full tuition scholarship from Arup/SERC and completed his MSc DIC at Imperial College in Soil Mechanics and Engineering Seismology in 1991.   He was part of the Arup team in 1988 that worked on the “Arup Alternative” Channel Tunnel rail link route against the then British Rail alignment, now completed and operational as High Speed 1.   He also worked on Stanstead Airport, Luton Airport extension and Heathrow Terminal 5 very early stages of planning, before moving to Hong Kong and working on some major highway, bridge, tunnel and subway projects.   He was then lucky enough to be seconded to the Airport Authority of Hong Kong in the capacity of client.   

He worked on the design and construction of the New Hong Kong International Airport from beginning to end - 7 years, and over “the Handover” of Hong Kong to China.   He co-authored a technical book on its design and construction in 1998.   In Sydney he worked primarily on rail and major station projects, before moving to New York as part of the team for the redevelopment of the World Trade Center post 9/11.   

He has worked on the Fulton Street Transit Center in Lower Manhattan since 2003 and led the design team on this US$1.5billion project.   They are aiming at completion and opening in early 2014.   Craig is also leading a design team on the design of the world’s deepest scientific research facility DUSEL in South Dakota.   DUSEL is an acronym for Deep Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory; where scientists are trying to find/capture the elusive Higgs Boson ‘particle’ and thus explain all of the world’s physics since the big bang.   (Mr Fitzwater’s Physics classes were not without results).   The scientific laboratories will be at three key levels (300ft, 4700ft and 7500-8000ft depth below ground) within an old abandoned gold mine.  8000ft is like 6.5 Empire State buildings one on top of the other.   The facility will be an international scientific/physics/engineering laboratory.   

Craig is lucky enough to pick his own projects and travels extensively, but the best thing is to work alongside clever, innovative and thought provoking people, of varied backgrounds and cultures.   

His own sport is now golf, social swimming and spectator sports.    He would never have got his “A” in O Level History without the enthusiasm of Chris Utting.    He remembers the lesson he completely derailed from the course curriculum to teach the whole class about how cryptic crosswords work, and how to attack them; a challenge Craig still loves.   He also remembers with much fondness and respect Mr Belcher and specifically the year he thinks they came second or third in the King’s School Canterbury hockey tournament.    Craig played all the games that day, ran himself into the ground, wasn’t substituted once, and promptly fell asleep on the coach on the way back to school.   It was a late return to school.    He still had to get home from TW via Tonbridge and then the late train to Edenbridge, these were the days before mobile phones.    Mr Belcher’s dedication to school, sports and students was like so many other Skinners’ teachers; he drove Craig in his car all the way home and when he got home it was 10 or 11pm, Craig’s parents would not have believed him arriving so late home, if it hadn’t been for Mr Belcher -  Thank you again.    Craig would be keen to hear of any other OSS members in the New York region (or USA/Canada).   He is also on Linked-In Skinners’ site although the question ‘Who are all these girls/women who claim to have been at Skinners’?   Craig’s email address is craig.covil@arup.com


FREEMAN Tim (78)
 
Having taken redundancy from Detica (financial services consultancy) during the heart of the financial crisis (November 2008), Tim started his own  Limited company and became an independent management consultant, specialising in change management.   Through his network of contacts in the City he was quickly offered a position at HSBC, where he has a number of work streams in Finance IT supporting a large change programme for their equity derivatives business.  

 In April 2009 he married Victoria and enjoyed a wonderful 2+ weeks honeymoon in Argentina, where he was able to indulge his long-held love of Physical Geography & Geology (should've done that at A-level and University!) in Patagonia, and his love of food and wine in Buenos Aires and Mendoza.   On return from honeymoon he was offered a new position by an old colleague from his consulting days, still at HSBC, but in the Securities Post Trade IT department.   He has been running a large programme of change work for Asset Services Operations there ever since.   Almost at the same time he moved up to London, first renting a house in Blackheath and recently buying in Greenwich, which is a far more convenient commute to Canary Wharf by bicycle, than the previous train and tube journey from TW.   He visits the town occasionally as friends and family are still there, and often drives past the school for a quick peek to see how things have progressed.   

Tim is still in touch with lots of old boys via Facebook and various London watering holes.   James Thomas, Adam & Leo Humphries, Dan Rough, Toby Bull, Quentin Creed, Neil Maclean and Simon Webb amongst many others, and most recently he caught up with Greg Lewis who has been living in Australia for many years.   He hopes to catch up with him for a few beers during the next Ashe's series as he is planning a trip back to the UK.

 Naturally he is still in touch with his Uncle, Geoffrey Freeman, also an Old Boy from he guesses c.1968 (he was born in 1940 he believes, so guesses that would be his leaving year).   So if anyone's interested in getting in touch with him, please let Tim know.


 FURLONGER Geoffrey (76)
 
After Skinners’ Geoff went on to study Chemistry at New College, Oxford. 
The current Headmaster and Geoff had a good chat on his recent visit to the School. He pulled out a card summarising Geoff’s school record and they were both amused by a cryptic note which may either have been written by Cecil Beeby or the subsequent Headmaster.   It stated "Capable, determined, very keen on subject (chemistry), independent without being a rebel".   The "independent" bit has remained a characteristic trait throughout his career.
 
He suspects that he has had an unusual career path for someone who started by studying chemistry.    He ended up by studying law at Boalt -Hall School of law in Berkeley, California and he became a young Wall Street lawyer specialising in banking law.  However, he found that he missed the UK and Europe and he returned to London and has been working for US Law firms and consultancies in Brussels for about 20 years.    He now has his own little independent consultancy practice, so ultimately Cecil Beeby's character assessment (if it was his) has proved to be rather prophetic.
 
Geoff is currently considering finishing his working career by teaching.    In fact he often speaks at conferences and gives seminars - so one could say he is already involved in adult education.    He is also involved with his 12 year old son’s scout troop - leading them on glacier treks in the Alps etc. - so he already has a good idea that he relates well to youth.    Most people who know him think that he would be a good teacher - so the next Doppler- shift in his life might be teacher training college.   One of the reasons of his visit to Skinners’ was to obtain a "sanity- check" on this idea.    No doubt we might have a view on this     (Don't do it! probably).
 
Geoff’s son currently goes to St John's International School in Belgium, and if he stays there he will go on to do the International Baccalaureate which is also offered at certain UK independent schools, e.g. Sevenoaks, and gains increasing favour for admission to UK Universities. 
 
He will investigate the Old Skinners' society website.
 



HORD Colin (81)

Colin has at last found time to sit down and write us an email. 
Colin left Skinners' in 1981 and took a degree in Meteorology, Oceanography and Chemistry at Plymouth Poly.  Having completed this he was fortunate to get a job at the Met Office and worked there from 1984 - 2006.   The Met Office relocated to Exeter in 2003 and he decided not to move having just met Gill his now wife who has a good job in Reading. 
Since 2006 he has worked for the Civil Aviation Authority as one of two meteorologists that are employed to assist with the policy and regulation of weather information used by the aviation industry.   He was heavily involved in the Volcanic Ash Crisis and worked many hours and weekends, at one point Gill wondered if she would ever see him again as he was spending so much time in the office!   Fortunately they managed to gain agreement to revise the procedures with all the parties involved and get the aircraft back in the air.   This was quite a challenge for everyone involved. 

Away from wok he is a member of Leatherhead Golf Club, playing off 19, both Gill and he play there.    He also enjoys going horse racing and regularly goes to KemptonforPark where they now have floodlit racing most weeks.   He thinks we may be interested to know that his brother Ian who left in 82, emigrated to Australia in 95 and he is about to move from Melbourne to Perth later this year.   He is also now married and the proud father of Thomas.

MATTHEWS Henry James (31)

In 1930 Jim Matthews transferred to Skinners’ School from Uckfield Grammar School via a scholarship. Coming from a modest family he remembers hardships, and the time when he finished an exam before time was up and asked permission to leave to be able to feed the chickens and help his parents.   He was in Knott House, played rugby and has a photograph of the 1931 rugby XV.   The team secretary's name was Hubert Threadgold.   Jim was in the OTC and played the bugle.   The shooting butts and the parade ground were a regular part of his school life.   On Armistice Day he played the Last Post at the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.   With the OTC he went to Salisbury Plain, with Captain Vasey, to participate in war games with the regular army and other OTC's from around the country.   Pork pies were in the rucksack. 

Jim played violin and performed with the school Gilbert and Sullivan performances.   His drawing of ships 1830 to 1930 won first prize at the school Hobbies Exhibition.   He remembers Major Bye and Mr. Ransford, Headmasters; Mr. Pomfret, Physical Education; Mr. Grieson, Maths; Mr. Mabbot, Organist; Mr. Phillips, physics; Mr. Reynolds, French; Mr. Preston, History; and students Mr. Philip Winter and Mr. Hills, who became a parson.   On leaving school Jim worked for ShellMex, but was laid off when it was amalgamated with BP.   From then on he worked in the motor trade.    He married Celia Welch in 1939 and moved to Oxted, Surrey.   They had two children.

During the war he served in the Home Guard, then as Armament Sergeant Major in the R.E.M.E (Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers) in India with the 43rd Royal Tank Regiment.

On returning to the UK he continued with the motor trade, working for Shaw and Kilburn’s in London through the 1950’s.   He continued playing the violin with an old time dance orchestra called the “Melody Makers”.

During the 1960’s and early 70’s he worked at Dorking Motor Company and E. J. Bakers at Dorking Surrey as a car salesman.   Then he started his own driving school in Oxted until retirement in 1990. He was an active member of the Rotary and the Royal British Legion and became a Mason.   He played golf regularly.

During the 1990’s he looked after his wife who suffered from diabetes until she died in February 2007. He continued to live in his own house in Oxted until 2009.   He is now in Buxton Lodge Care Home.   He is in good health and reached the age of  97 on April 16th 2011.


SAUNDERS Graham (82)
After leaving Skinners’ Graham completed a DPhil in inorganic chemistry at Oxford University in December 1989.   Funded by a Royal Society Fellowship he then undertook a year of postdoctoral research at the University of Auckland.   After that and a few months back in Oxford he accepted a position as a postdoctoral research associate at Leicester University to work on fluorine chemistry.   The opportunity to handle elemental fluorine and do some noble gas chemistry was too good to turn down.   This position, funded by BNFL, was unusually lengthy – five years.   In 1997 he moved to a lectureship at Queen’s University Belfast.    Things were changing rapidly in Northern Ireland, and he got to experience some important occasions in the province’s recent history.    Initially there were soldiers patrolling the streets, a decade later the police had removed their bullet proof vests and were riding bicycles. 
In 2009, after twelve interesting, if not particularly enjoyable, years in Belfast he moved back to New Zealand, accepting a Senior Lectureship at the University of Waikato.   The University is in Hamilton, New Zealand’s fifth largest city, and takes its name from the surrounding region, which is noted for its dairy industry.   

Details of his current research interests and activities are available on the following web-site - (http://sci.waikato.ac.nz/staff/chem/gsaunder).  In addition to the academic projects, ex-colleagues in Belfast and Graham are working to commercialise a method of generating extremely water-repellent surfaces on metals. 
Although Hamilton is derided in New Zealand as a somewhat boring city it does have arguably the best cricket ground in the country, Seddon Park, where he spends considerable time watching test and one day international cricket.   He still plays as well, albeit poorly, for a local over 40s team.   He continues to follow Sussex, which thanks to the BBC’s on-line commentaries on county matches, cheers him throughout the winter.   Of course, it is heresy to live in New Zealand and not follow rugby. Hamilton has a rugby stadium that hosts international matches including a few in the forthcoming Rugby World Cup.    Besides sport and playing the guitar badly h spends time pursuing an interest in natural history; fortunately Hamilton is close to some important areas of native bush.   He is still single, which is certainly an asset when it comes to emigrating.
Unfortunately he is in contact with only one classmate, Daniel Tye.    He lost contact with other friends when they or he moved several years ago.
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